
 

Friday 15th May 2020 

Tel: 01733 306778              office@stmichaelschurchschool.co.uk    www.stmichaelschurchschool.co.uk 

 

Dear Parents and Carers,   

I hope this letter finds you and your families well  
  
The 1st of June 
  
I thought I would update you as the week draws to a close about 
what the school has been doing in response to the government's   
announcement that schools should begin to re-open on the 1st of 
June for pupils in Reception, Year 1 and Year 6.  
  
 We have received feedback from you regarding your thoughts and questions about      

re-opening and currently it looks  like  approximately 50% of children will return on the 
1st June and the remainder have chosen to remain at home. We will follow this up next 
week with a further survey for parents of the eligible year groups when we hope to be 
able to give greater details around the offer at St.Michael’s. 

 Leaders at the school have been planning for a partial re-opening and carefully consid-
ering how to maintain the social distancing guidelines issued for schools. Children will 
be educated in groups of up to 15 children with 2 adults. They will remain with this 
group for the entire day including Break and lunchtimes. The groups are not allowed to 
interact with each other during the day. It is planned that Lunch will be provided for all 
pupils attending school. Packed lunches brought in from home will not be allowed. 

Mrs Smith’s bit….. 



 
 Children will have their own table, their own learning equipment and we will main-

tain the extra handwashing routines that were established before lockdown as well 
as regular reminders to maintain social distancing. We know that this will be a      
challenge for our younger pupils! 

 Teaching and learning will also have to be adapted to suit this new set up. 

 Additional cleaning of areas and resources will take place throughout the day and  
before and after school. 

 Parents will only be able to come on site to drop off and pick up at specific times to 
enable social distancing. Entrance and exit routes will be different as will start and 
finish times for groups of children.   

 As we have been successfully working with groups of children in school for the past 
seven weeks, we are confident that we can reduce the risk of a child or a member of 
staff contracting Covid-19.  

 We will send out further details next week to confirm arrangements as set out in the 
Government guidance we are receiving on a daily basis. 

 It is very likely that some parents will choose not to send their child to school on the 
1st of June or when other year groups are invited to return to school. To  reassure 
you that is OK; you will not be fined and we will respect your decision.  

 A helpful infographic about what school from 1st June could look like can be found 
below. 

 

May Half-term 
Teachers will not be setting additional home learning tasks during May half-term. School 
will be closed to allow for re-organisation for re-opening on the 1st June. 
and to give staff the chance of a break as they have worked continuously since March 
20th! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Helping to support your children to return to school 
Miss Cotsell has found this catchy and funny song to help our children begin to understand 

what social distancing needs to look like when they return to school. The song was created 

by a Headteacher, in New Zealand, as their children returned to school.  

Enjoy!           https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yZvtoVrykb8  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yZvtoVrykb8


 

Capture COVID Competition  
  
We would like to set a competition for the        
children to create a poster/booklet/artwork that 
shares their experiences of lockdown. (A4 or A3 
sized). You could design by hand or on the                  
computer. You could include funny or serious items that capture all that you have been  
doing and learning during these days. You might have learnt new things about the people 
you are living with, a new skill, a new recipe… in fact anything that tells the world about 
you, during COVID 19 lockdown. You might even include a note to your future self about 
what you have learnt. This might be a lovely thing to do during half term.  
 
You could look at these links for some extra ideas: 
 
Diary style ideas:  https://www.mylockdowndiary.com/ 
 
Art ideas : https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/05/children-art-coronavirus-covid-19-
lockdown/ 

 
Poster ideas: https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/extra/g7fg26ab8b/drawings-from-lockdown 
  
The hope is that the poster/booklet/artwork will form an important part of an exhibition 
we can all enjoy, once lockdown finishes. 
You can send photographs of your posters to your teachers through your Purple Mash 
email account (but keep your original copies safe at home) or post them to us at school. 
We will also place a collection box outside the school gate from 1st June (during normal 
school opening hours) and you could drop off your entries when taking your daily exercise 
around Cardea. Please make sure your entries have your name and class on. 
There will be lovely prizes for the winning entries for each class. 
  

Thank You! 
  
As a group of staff we would like to say thank you for your continued support.  Staff are 
receiving such lovely feedback and emails.  A few kind words really help - thank you!   
 
 
Kind regards, 
 

Mrs Smith,  

Headteacher of St.Michael’s Church School. 

https://www.mylockdowndiary.com/
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/05/children-art-coronavirus-covid-19-lockdown/
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/05/children-art-coronavirus-covid-19-lockdown/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/extra/g7fg26ab8b/drawings-from-lockdown


 

Why can more children go to  school? 

 

 

 

 

 

What has changed? 

From June 1st we will welcome back children, but only  from Reception, Year 1 and year 6.  School will 

still be open for key workers’ children and vulnerable children.  

 

What about their brothers and sisters? 

 

    

    

 
 

 

It is good for children to     

socialise with other         

children. 

It is good for children’s 

mental wellbeing. 

School is the best place 

for them to learn. 

June 1st 

Only children in the 

year groups above. 

Children in years 2-5 

Need to stay at home. 

They can keep using 

Oak Academy. 

Infographic to explain School Re-opening on the 1st June 



 

How are you making sure school is safe? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Does my child have to come to school ? 

 

 

Will my child be tested ? 

 

We will check for risks    

before  school is open. 

Everyone will wash 

their hands regularly. 

School will be cleaned    

regularly. 

If a child or family member is 

sick they can not come to 

school. 

There will be less children in a 

room together. 

To do this we will need 

to make changes to the 

school day. 

If your child is well and in 

one of the groups asked 

to attend you can choose 

to send them. 

There will be no fines if 

your child does not go to 

school. 

Yes, if your child shows symptoms of Coronavirus they will be 

able to be tested. 



 

 What if there is a case of Coronavirus in school? 

 

 

 

 

The person with symptoms must self isolate for 7 days. 

 

 

 

 

The people they live with must self isolate for 14 days. 

 

 

 

 

If anyone at school tests positive, the whole class  must self isolate for 14 days. 

What else might change? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

We will change how we 

serve lunch. 

The time you drop off 

and pick up your child. 

They may not have all 

their normal lessons. 

Your child may have a          

different classroom & 

Teacher. 


