
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 
 

 

St. Michael’s Church School 

Curriculum Newsletter 
 

Year 4 - Autumn 2019 

What are we learning this term? 

 

Please read every day 

 (even if this is for only 10 mins)  

Get your child to write a comment  

in their new reading record. 

Communication, Language and Literacy 
 

With our key texts this term, Michael Morpurgo’s Warhorse and the History of WW1 for children, our work will be linked 

closely with our History and Geography theme. Warhorse is a challenging text and we will need to understand the use of 

many unfamiliar words through the context of WW1. We will delve into the text to look how the author portrays different 

characters through this story. In our writing, we will develop characters through their thoughts and actions, creating diaries 

and character profiles. Alongside this narrative retelling of the Great War, our non-fiction text will link those key facts about 

the war such as trench warfare and the use of animals on the front line to support our writing in an historical context. 

We will look at how the author uses grammatical features to structure their writing and create atmosphere. Key learning 

goals will be identified and teaching will focus on these to support children in developing their own writing. 

Each week we will have a new set of spellings with a key spelling rule to learn. Tests will be on Friday each week. 

 

Knowledge and Understanding 

Science  

We will learn about the different types of 

teeth, their shape and function. Children will 

consider the diets of different animals and 

begin to learn about the digestive system. 

They will learn about food chains and how 

environmental changes can impact on these. 

In the second half term, we will learn all 

about electrical circuits and electrical safety. 

History   

During the Autumn Term, year 4 will be 

learning about the Great War (WW1) 1914-

1918. We will focus on: the changes in 

Europe; trench warfare; the use of animals 

during the war as well as the Christmas Truce 

in 1914. 

Geography   

In Geography, children will learn about: 

changing borders; how the populations 

suffered during the war and the social impact 

of men being away from home. We will look 

at the local impact of the war and try to link 

to local families. We will consider the impact 

and legacy of the War on the landscapes in 

France and Belgium. 

 

 
Physical development 

Outdoor PE (change after half term) 

Ravens – Wednesday 

Swallows – Wednesday 

Team games will include Netball and Rugby. 

We will develop consistency and accuracy in 

throwing and catching skills alongside the 

awareness of the rules of the game and 

tactics working together as part of a team. 

Indoor PE Swap after half term 

Ravens –Tuesday Swimming 

Swallows Tuesday Gymnastics 

Through gymnastics, children will develop 

strength, flexibility and coordination. They 

will understand why it is important to warm 

up and cool down. We will develop skills 

rolling, balancing and traveling over mats 

and apparatus. 

Creativity 

Design Technology  

In DT we will be using different materials and 

joining techniques to create a model of a WW1 

aircraft. In addition, we will use our understanding 

of electrical circuits to power the propeller. In 

addition, Year 4 will be cooking in small groups in 

the second half term. 

Art 

Children will learn how propaganda, recruitment 

posters and postcards were used in the Great War. 

We will create personal tributes to the fallen 

soldiers to share at our church Remembrance 

Service. 

Music 

Year 4 will continue with instrumental tuition on 

the recorder with our specialist music teacher as 

well as learning a range of topical WW1 songs. 

 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

PSHCE  

Children will learn about rights, rules, responsibilities, and the 

importance of these at school and at home. They will learn about 

democracy, voting and electing representatives. 

RE  

This term the children will be focusing on the questions: What do 

Christians learn from the Creation story? What is it like to follow 

God? What is the trinity? The children will be examining 

‘temptation’ in the Adam and Eve story and the reason God gave 

humans the 10 commandments.  

Maths 

In year 4, we will begin the year developing our understanding of 

place value which will include comparing, ordering and rounding 

4 and 5 digit numbers including decimals (to 2 decimal places). 

Children will continue to improve and develop both mental and 

written methods for addition and subtraction, looking for the 

most efficient strategies to use. With multiplication and division, 

children will use their knowledge of key multiplication and 

division facts to support informal written methods using 3 digits, 

aiming to progress to formal written calculations. In year 4 

children are now expected to take a formal on-line multiplication 

test. We will appreciate your support in helping your child to 

learn their times tables.   

Computing 

We will begin the year creating podcasts and online blogs 

developing our computing skills in order to document our 

learning journey in year 4. 

We will ask the children to carefully consider the safe use of 

online content at school and home through an e-safety unit. 

 
 


