
Year 4 - Autumn 2

Topic: In Flander’s Fields The Lark Ascending by Ralph Vaughan Williams.

The Lark Ascending is a piece of classical
music composed for orchestra and solo
violin. Ralph (pronounced Raif) Vaughan
Williams was an English composer born in
1872 into a wealthy family. He studied
music and was becoming recognised as a
composer in the early years of the 20th

century. In fact he had started work on The
Lark Ascending in the autumn of 1914 but
didn’t finish it due to the outbreak of the
First World War. He volunteered for the
army and served as a stretcher bearer at
the front. When he returned to England
after the war he revisited his piece and it
was published in 1920.

The solo violin imitates the larks trilling calls,
high in the sky. The tune rises and falls in pitch
imitating the bird’s flight. The music is fast and
unpredictable, just like birdsong, and shows off
the violinist’s great skill and flexibility. The
orchestra plays quietly giving the impression of
the peaceful English countryside below while
the violin/lark soars effortlessly and with
endless freedom above.

Checklist for a successful composition:

Structure
Does the music fit together to tell a story? Is there a clear 
opening, middle and ending? Are any of the motifs or musical 
ideas repeated?

Dynamics
Choose your volumes carefully for each section of your piece. 
Will you change suddenly or gradually from one volume to 
another?

Timbre
Which instruments or combination of instruments will work 
best in each section. Vaughan Williams chose the violin for 
his lark but he might have chosen a flute or oboe.

Tempo
Choose a steady speed for your piece that allows all players 
to keep to the pulse and play together. Does the tempo 
change at any point e.g. slow down towards the end?

Glossary:
Coda - another word for ending.
Pitched Percussion - percussion 
instruments that can play 
different pitches – xylophones, 
glockenspiels, chime bars etc 
Tune or Melody- A linear line of 
notes that makes a satisfying 
musical shape
Unpitched Percussion -
percussion instruments that can 
only make a limited number of 
sounds – drums, shakers 
woodblocks, tambourine etc 


