
 

 

5th February 2020 
 
Dear Parents/Carers,  
 
We are making exciting changes to our reading book system following the latest guidance 
from the Department for Education. We have been working with the English Hub to review 
the books we provide to children in the early stages of reading. Initially we will be using 
relevant books from existing stock but we have ordered a substantial number of new books 
and, as they arrive, we will add them to our reading collections. 
 
Over the last week we have been collecting in all the reading books from your children so we 
can reorganise them into ‘new’ specific sets. These sets follow the order the children learn 
their sounds from phase 2 to phase 5. The sets are as follows- 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Set 1-  s, a ,t ,p Phase 2 
 

Set 2 i, n, m, d Phase 2 
 

Set 3 g, o, c ,k Phase 2 
 

Set 4 ck, e, u, r Phase 2 
 

Set 5 h, b, f, ff, l, ll, ss Phase 2 
 

Set 6 j,v,w,x Phase 3 
 

Set 7 y, z, zz, qu Phase 3 
 

Set 8 ch, sh, th, ng Phase 3 
 

 Using all known 
sounds to read 
more complex 
words 

Phase 4 

Set 9 ai, ee, oo,oo Phase 5 
 

Set 10 oa, ar, or, igh Phase 5 
 

Set 11 ur, ow, oi, ear Phase 5 
 

Set 12 er, air, ure Phase 5 
 



 

 

Your child will be directed by their teacher to a set of books based on their class work and 
phonic assessments. As your child becomes confident with the next set of sounds they will 
progress onto the next set of books. The book may need to be kept for more than one day so 
that they become confident in reading the new words. The book needs to be returned to 
school each day for practice in school too. Once the book can be read confidently, it will be 
exchanged for another book from the same set.  
 
In the next few days the children will receive their first book and you will see the relevant set 
they are starting on. Phase 2 and Phase 3 are taught throughout Reception and then in year 1 
the focus is consolidating learning through phase 4 and then learning the new phase 5 sounds. 
The phonics sounds for each phase can also be seen in their reading diary. The book band 
colours will now not be used. Please only refer to the sticker colours on the front covers.  
 
As a school, we hope that organising the books in this way, to match the sounds that your 
children know, will help them progress quickly with their early reading skills and improve 
their fluency in reading.  
 
We look forward to seeing your child progress through the sets as they practice their reading 
at home with their family.  
 
Yours faithfully  
 
Reception and Year 1 Team 
 
 


