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What are we learning this term? 

Please remember to read daily (even if for only 5-

10 mins) and encourage your child(ren) to 

comment in their school reading diary.  Children 

need to wear their PE kits to school on Monday 

and Thursday.  

Communication, Language and Literacy 

The children will have daily grammar sessions which will continue throughout the year. This term we will be looking 

at different types of prefixes and suffixes and understand how to add them. Pupils will continue to develop 

strategies for spelling and identifying spelling patterns.  Through this, children will have many opportunities to revise 

tricky spellings and begin to use the first two or three letters of a word to check it’s spelling in a dictionary.  

Literacy sessions will be linked to our Dinosaur Theme. We will begin by looking at diary entries, where we will be 

writing a diary entry from a character’s perspective. Before moving on to writing stories, particularly focusing on the 

children going on an adventure and meeting dinosaurs. Later on in the term, children will have fun creating exciting 

calligrams and shape poems about dinosaurs. Our key book that we will be using this term is called ‘The Dinosaur’s 

Diary’ by Julia Donaldson.  

 

Knowledge and Understanding 

Science 

Children will work as ‘Rock Detectives’ 

establishing core knowledge and understanding 

of rocks, their relationship to soils and how 

fossils have formed over time. Furthermore, 

children will describe and compare their 

observable properties and sort them out using a 

key.  

 

History 

During the Autumn Term, year 3 will learn 

about the origins about Dinosaurs. They will 

explore, when, where and why they evolved 

and focus on the habitat in where they lived. 

Children will organise key events in to 

chronological order and use primary and 

secondary resources to keep them engaged.  

 

Physical development 

 

Indoor PE will focus on gymnastics, where 

children will practise balancing, shapes, turns 

and jumps using a range of apparatus.  Later in 

the term  children will develop their own 

sequence and perform and evaluate their 

routines. 

 

Outdoor PE this term will be focusing on 

Basketball where children will learn how to 

successfully manage their personal space, they 

will catch, dribble, tackle and shoot in a hoop.  

They will then progress onto playing mini 

games reinforcing these key skills. 

 

Creativity 

Art 

Children will be experimenting with primary and secondary 

colours. They will be using pastels to blend colours to 

create eye-catching pictures of dinosaurs. Furthermore, 

children will have fun creating jaw dropping dinosaurs 

using straws.   

 

  

Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

 

PSHCE 

In the first half of the autumn term the children will be 

looking at themselves and their relationships. It will focus 

on the new beginning in school and support them in 

feeling safe in the school environment.  In the second half 

of the term children will be learning how to work 

together successfully. 

RE 

The children will start the autumn term by looking at 

Prayer and answering the question: why do Christians 

pray? Pupils will understand that for Christians prayer is 

about communication with God. The children will be 

developing an understanding of the different ways 

Christians pray. 

Maths 

In Maths the children will look at place value and 

understanding what each digit means and adding 10, or 100 

to a number. The children will continue to improve and 

develop methods for addition and subtraction mentally. 

They will recap partitioning and the use of number line 

before introducing column addition and subtraction. They 

will be learning additional strategies to support mental 

arithmetic and focus on learning and consolidating their 

times tables this term. Please practise these lots at home! 

They will be learning about measurement and shape.  

Computing 

Computing for the first half term we will focus on how to 

stay safe on the internet. Followed by exploring branching 

databases, where children will create a database about the 

dynamic Dinosaurs. In addition, we will be using the 

internet to create a fact file about dinosaurs.  

 
 

Any problems, feel free to email Mr Balaam on 

rbalaam@stmichaelschurchschool.co.uk or                                                     

Miss Hussain on hhussain@stmichaelschurchschool.co.uk  
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