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St.Michael’s Church School 
Returning to School Protocol and Procedures   
 

School will be conditionally reopening for all children on Monday 7th September.  

Our planning is underpinned by the Department for Education’s advice on effective 

infection protection and control which states the following: 

There are important actions that children and young people, their parents and those who work with them can 
take during the coronavirus outbreak, to help prevent the spread of the virus. 
 
In all education, childcare and social care settings, preventing the spread of coronavirus involves dealing with 
direct transmission (for instance, when in close contact with those sneezing and coughing) and indirect 
transmission (via touching contaminated surfaces). A range of approaches and actions should be employed to 
do this. These can be seen as a hierarchy of controls that, when implemented, creates an inherently safer 
system, where the risk of transmission of infection is substantially reduced. These include: 
 
 minimising contact with individuals who are unwell by ensuring that those who have coronavirus symptoms, 

or who have someone in their household who does, do not attend childcare settings, schools or colleges 
 cleaning hands more often than usual - wash hands thoroughly for 20 seconds with running water and soap 

and dry them thoroughly or use alcohol hand rub or sanitiser ensuring that all parts of the hands are covered 
 ensuring good respiratory hygiene - promote the ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach 
 cleaning frequently touched surfaces often using standard products, such as detergents and bleach 
 minimising contact and mixing by altering, as much as possible, the environment (such as classroom layout) 

and timetables (such as staggered break times) 
 

The following considerations need to be planned for to ensure a return to school is safe and protecting of all 

adults and children in school. 

 

 
1. Schools have been open to Critical Workers, Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 since 1st June. Now wider 

opening for all pupils.Teachers have been working full time both in school and as part of Home Learning Team. Need to 

plan phased return.  
2. Staffing requirements 

Staff are now expected to return to their contracted hours unless they have COVID symptoms or are unwell.  
3. Entry/exit of school and movement within 

The principles of ‘staying safe’ to reduce transmission must be adhered to 

4. Cleaning/hygiene considerations 

Spaces within school will need routine cleaning and will require non-cleaning staff to do so Health and Safety 
Regular review of the risk assessments to reflect the current phase the school is working within. This will change as leaders 
plan for each phase of pupils’ return to school.  

5. Outdoor play (break and lunch) 
It is important that children still get break time but this needs to be separate from other year groups 

6. Lunchtime  
Children are required to be fed still and this needs to be done in the safest and most time efficient way possible 

7. Supporting medical needs of children 
Our very effective system of administering medication needs to be retained. 
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8. Re-establishing routines/expectations  
Be mindful of the change of routine from Bubbles to whole class groups and from non school attendance to full time 

attendance. Children have had very different experiences and expectations at home for a long time. 

9. Differences in learning and the recovery curriculum  
Some have been learning, some consolidating and some very little school interaction.  

Online learning for those children not in school 
Some children may still not be attending due to COVID testing/isolation and we have a duty to continue to support their 

education.   

10. Childcare provision 
Some children may need before and after school provision 

11. Bereavement 
Be mindful and prepared for any deaths in the community or triggers for families 

12. Sensory needs and separation anxiety 
Many have spent long periods in quiet houses and some will not want to be parted from their family  

13. Special needs and Vulnerable children 

Some children will be confused and need support with another transition Vulnerable pupils SH 

14. Transitions 
Coming back to school – New Reception Cohort and new pupils into school across other Year groups. Transitions from one 

year group to another.  
15. Uniform 

Some children will have grown and will need to source new uniform; an understanding approach needed 

16. Safeguarding 
Keep up to date with most recent updates in line with statutory guidance and advice – both from DfE and local authority.  

17. Governance 
Governors need to work to ensure they are effective during this time of considerable change that means the school can 

move forward successfully in its work.  
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Considerations Action 

Schools have been open to Critical 
Workers, Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 
since 1st June. 
 
The majority of staff have continued to 
work providing education and support 
from home and supporting school in its 
closure plan, often whilst home schooling 
their own children. We must recognise 
these experiences, particularly where 
staff have continued working over the 
Easter holidays too. All staff are going to 
start tired and this will impact on their 
ability to lead, manage and respond to 
change. 
 

 
 
School will be closed to all children over the Summer holiday. Staff must receive a 
full holiday period as they have been working continuously. Therefore the site will 
be closed 17th July to 17th August. Contact with school can continue via email and 
telephone, although response time may be more delayed than usual. 
 
The first couple of weeks of school reopening will be focussed on ensuring 
everyone’s wellbeing is catered for, including adults. So the curriculum will need to 
reflect this with particular attention paid to PSHE sessions, Baseline assessments to 
enable teachers to plan an accurate recovery curriculum, and new COVID 19 
expectations. 
 
There will be one start date for Year 1-6. EYFS will have supported, phased 
induction over the first two week’s of term to allow them to gradually develop 
confidence about being at school. Home visits will take place virtually from week 3 
onwards. 
 
There will be no staff meetings but ad hoc socially distanced meetings with phases 
might be called to discuss provision and next steps and staff briefings via Zoom will 
be continued. 
 

Staffing requirements 
 
We are expecting an increased school 
role to return to us on Monday 7th 
September as the school is due to fully 
expand to 420 pupils. Guidance from the 
DfE advises schools that class sizes 
(typical class size being 30) can return to 
normal but that we need to try to 
promote social distancing where 
possible. With that in mind, we would 
need all the staff to return to school.  
 

 
 
A staffing plan for the new academic year has been established so that teachers 
and teaching support staff will maintain PPA time. Admin staff will likewise be 
required to support school so that they can fulfil their role accordingly, as will site 
staff, cleaners and some midday supervisors. The focus on working from home will 
remain if we have medical requirements to do so.  
 
Each class will be taught by their allocated adults and the ‘bubble’ will be extended 
to include both classes in each year group to allow continuity of staff who are able 
to teach the children in case any staff have to be off due to ill health. Specialist 
teaching staff (music, RE) may come in to teach those children but they will remain 
at a 2metre distance at all times. Non-class based staff need to be very aware that 
they must not routinely come in to contact with groups of children as they could be 
unknowingly spreading the virus between groups. 
 
We are also proposing that school staff are to be off site by 4pm each day to reduce 
the risk of adults interacting with each other and so that cleaners can clean 
effectively.  
 
Staff will have to fulfil roles beyond what they are used to. Teaching assistants will 
be required to take small groups and deliver lessons at times (under the instruction 
of a class teacher) and we will all have to support with the cleaning of school 
throughout the day. 
 
There will be a requirement to be very flexible as a staff body. If members of staff 
become unwell (unrelated to Covid-19) then we will need to ensure that people are 
suitably placed to ‘back-fill’ and support one another within each team supporting 
each bubble.  
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Entry/exit of school and movement 
within 
 
We need to make plans to reduce the 
possibility of large groups of the school 
community gathering at any one time, 
that very much includes parents. 
Therefore, entering school and exiting 
school pose potential problems, as does 
movement within school. Our behaviours 
have to change so that we limit the 
potential risk to one another. The DfE 
acknowledge that schools may change 
the start and finish times or introduce 
processes for drop-off and collection 
arrangements. 
 
The DfE guidance does not make 
reference to children socially distancing 
themselves from one another. This is in 
acknowledgement that it is impossible to 
do so. However, we must try to reduce 
contact as much as physically possible.  

There will be no large gatherings of adults nor children. Where possible, meetings 
will take place in large spaces (or outside) so that adults can appropriately socially 
distance. Likewise, there will be no whole school Collective Worship for children. It 
is planned that Collective worship will be class based and may use remote systems 
such as Zoom or Video recordings so that external visitors may also attend. 
 
School will start at different times for each year group and enter at one named 
entrance only. 

 Entrance gate Start time Finish time 

Reception/EYFS A 9.00 3.15 

Year 1 A 8.30 3.00 

Year 2 B 8.45 3.10 

Year 3 B 8.30 3.00 

Year 4 C 9.00 3.15 

Year 5 C 8.45 3.10 

Year 6 C 8.30 3.00 

 
Parents are to be encouraged to walk to school where possible and only one parent 
will be permitted to bring their child/children to school. Parents must arrive on 
time for entry to school, they must not arrive early or late. In the instance that 
parents have children in more than one year group, parents may wait with their 
children in the waiting zones marked, strictly following social distancing from other 
parents and children. Parents will be asked to drop off at the school gate and leave, 
rather than remain at the school grounds.  
 
The school day will end at different times for each year group( see above). This will 
ensure that parents do not come in to contact with more people than necessary 
and it will allow staff time to thoroughly clean classrooms, ready for the children to 
use the following day.Again, parents must not arrive early or late. They must collect 
their children on time so that teachers can release children safely. Whilst parents 
are waiting, social distancing must be adhered to.  
 
Teachers will not be available to speak to you at these times, unless they initiate 
the contact. Teachers must commit their time to ensuring that all children safely 
leave their care. Parents can call to make a phone appointment or email via the 
school office if they have any matters they wish to discuss with the class teachers. 
 
The school office will be operating remotely. If parents really need to speak face-to-
face with the office team, then parents need to call to make an appointment. The 
office will not be open for parents to drop-in to. However, parents can obviously 
still call and receive support over the phone or via email.  
 
Children need to move around school in their class groups and not mix with other 
children, however they are permitted to walk past one another in corridors – the 
risk of contracting the virus by walking past one another has been assessed as 
minimal although we will try to operate a one-way system where possible.  
 
Teachers will need to consider timings of the school day so that contact between 
different groups of children is limited. A timetable will be shared that includes 
breaks and lunchtimes. 
 
 
The staff room will remain open to adults for use of the kitchen area, however 
strict social distancing must be in place and where possible, it is advised that adults 
use the lower level space. It is important for your own wellbeing that you see 
colleagues and we encourage this, but please do not contravene social distancing 
measures otherwise multiple groups could be at risk of infection should anyone 
present with symptoms. 
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Cleaning/hygiene considerations 
 
In order to contain the virus, a strict 
cleaning regime needs to be in place. The 
government have provided very specific 
guidance about what we should be doing 
to effectively clean spaces in school. This 
will require adults that don’t normally 
identify as cleaners to fulfil those duties 
throughout the day before the cleaning 
staff are in school to complete a 
thorough clean.  
 
Handwashing protocols are to be strictly 
followed and ‘catch it, kill it, bin it’ is to 
be promoted. Children are to be 
encouraged not to touch their mouth, 
eyes and nose.  
 

At various intervals, adults will disinfect and clean tables, door handles and 
equipment. Each class will have their own allotted set of classroom cleaning 
equipment that will be stored appropriately within the classrooms.  
 
Adults and children are to wash their hands on entry to school, before break time, 
after break, before lunch, after lunch, before leaving school, and anytime that they 
visit the toilet or cough/sneeze in to their hands. Hand sanitisers are wall mounted 
outside and inside classrooms. Classes can also encourage handwashing at sinks 
within their classrooms whilst remaining a sensible distance from one another. 
Where children are struggling to wash independently they may receive support 
assuming the adult supporting is also washing their hands. 
 
Children should be allowed to go to the toilet as they would do in a normal school 
day, however staff need to be very aware of how many other children are also 
using the toilet and ensure that children wash their hands afterwards. Each Year 
group will be allocated their own toilet area. All toilets have lids to ensure that 
these are down before flushing. 
 
If tissues are regularly disposed of throughout the day, where possible bins should 
be emptied regularly.  
 
All rooms should be well ventilated therefore doors should remain open. This does 
not contravene fire safety measures as all fire doors are on an emergency release 
mechanism and will close in the event of the fire alarm being raised. However, if a 
fire alarm is sounded, you must ensure all doors are closed on exit. This measure 
will reduce the use of door handles significantly. 
 
Government advises that there is no additional need for clothes washing after a 
day in an educational setting but that clean clothing is worn each day to school. 
Staff who have been supporting in school have an established pattern of removing 
clothing they have worn immediately they return home, bagging this, then 
showering/hair washing and then returning to empty bag of clothes into their 
washing machines. Staff may wish to continue this protocol. 
If we are required to clean an area after a positive case of coronavirus has been 
identified, we must follow the guidelines outlined within this document: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-decontamination-in-non-
healthcare-settings/covid-19-decontamination-in-non-healthcare-settings 

 
 
Outdoor play (break and lunch) 
 
Children are to be encouraged to play 
outdoors as the transmission of the virus 
is reduced in outdoor spaces. However, 
we need to reduce the risk of contact 
between groups of children.  
 

 Each group will have an allocated space in the playground to that they don’t come 
in to contact with other children from different classes. This will be planned and 
shared with staff.  
 

Games that encourage distancing and little touch need to be made available 
to the children. However, outdoor equipment will only be used when we 
are able to ensure that it is appropriately cleaned between groups of 
children using it, and that multiple groups do not use it simultaneously. 
Therefore, each group will need to gather resources from their classrooms 
or the PE cupboard so that they have dedicated outdoor equipment that is 
taken out and used exclusively by them. This is then gathered back in at the 
end of their break/ lunch time and cleaned. We have three Milton sprayers 
to help support efficient cleaning of equipment. 
 

Members of staff are to rota themselves into supervision roles for their year 
group The timings for break times are set, so that they do not conflict with 
other year groups.  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-decontamination-in-non-healthcare-settings/covid-19-decontamination-in-non-healthcare-settings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-decontamination-in-non-healthcare-settings/covid-19-decontamination-in-non-healthcare-settings
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Reception can use their outdoor spaces, but will need to rotate groups so 
no additional mixing between Year 1 and Reception groups occurs. 
 
If we have to resort to indoor play due to inclement weather, Year groups 
will be covered by Teachers and TAs and children will be provided with 
suitable table top activities. 

Lunchtimes 
 
We are still required to ensure that our 
children are fed adequately throughout 
the school day but also to reduce risk of 
infection, therefore we need to manage 
this time carefully so that it is not a 
‘pinch-point’.  
 

 
 
Children in Keystage 1 are entitled to a free school dinner each day. They will be 
eating their lunch in the hall at dining tables with socially distanced seating 
enabled. Children in Keystage 2 will eat lunch as a group in their classrooms. 
Children in other years who are entitled to a free school lunch will be given the 
usual options to select from. Other families may choose to pay for a school lunch 
(grab bag style lunch with hot options provided in recyclable packaging) or provide 
a packed lunch from home to be brought into school. Any packed lunch containers 
must be able to be wiped externally with anti-bacterial wipes should the need arise, 
so no fabric covered bags please- plastic /coated surfaces will be best. All usual 
dietary requirements will be adhered to. Staff will assist with the service of lunch to 
their group. The efficient running of lunchtime systems will be managed by catering 
and midday supervisor teams who will remain socially distant to each of the groups 
but will support with food provision and cleaning.  
 
They will then support supervision of the children whilst they eat. Seats at tables 
have been marked to promote social distancing whilst the children eat (sat away 
from one another and facing in one direction).  
 
Members of teaching staff will then have a 30 minute break when their classes will 
be covered by Midday supervisors.  Once all children have had their dinner, they 
are to then play outside for 30 minutes in their designated play space. During this 
time the midday supervisor will clean the tables and floor whilst a member of staff 
supervises the children in their allotted outdoor space. Teaching and teaching 
support staff will decide their rota between them according to these principles; 
 
Children eating (Up to 30 mins) – Midday supervisor delivering/serving+ member of 
staff eating with children 
Children outside (30mins) – TA/classteacher cleans + Midday supervisor with 
children outside  
 
Whilst children are outside, members of staff are to have their lunch and 
appropriately rotate through supervision so that all receive a break. This can 
continue into the afternoon lesson time to ensure all are well-rested i.e. the 
teacher will deliver the start of the afternoon without support staff (or the other 
way around) so that everyone can have sufficient time for a break. 
 
A timetable of lunchtimes will be arranged so that there are limited children 
outside at any one point. 
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Supporting medical needs of children 
 
We need to retain and have a clear 
understanding of the medical needs of 
the children in our care. Children will be 
taught by new teachers which is why 
sharing medical information is 
increasingly important, as is protecting 
staff from those with symptoms of Covid-
19. 
 

 
 
Where children have medical needs, we need to be very aware of them. Once 
classes are established, the office will produce a report that itemises the medical 
requirements of each class. This will be shared with the members of staff 
responsible for that class. Following that, appropriate medicine and record-keeping 
will be placed in the correct classroom so that the child has appropriate access to 
their medication. Where children are requiring very specific support with 
medication, they will be prioritised as pupils that should be supported by their 
current classteacher/teaching assistant where possible.  
 
If support is required to administer medication, then adults must wear a mask and 
gloves to further reduce the risk of spreading the virus, preceded by thorough 
hand-washing.  
 
If a child in the setting becomes unwell, the existing guidelines will be followed i.e. 
the child will be removed to a designated isolated space where they can be 
monitored and supported until they are collected by their parents or carers. There 
will also be a designated toilet (Toilet next to intervention room) assigned to 
children who fall ill. Once the child is collected, both spaces will be thoroughly 
cleaned by a member of staff wearing both gloves and a mask.  
 
The designated isolation spaces are as follows; 
 

- Year 1 Intervention room (1st choice) 
- Medical Room (if 1st choice already occupied) 

 
The child should then be tested for coronavirus. If the test is negative the child 
could return to the setting assuming they are well enough. If the test is positive, all 
children and adults within that class/Year group should self-isolate for 14 days and 
not attend the setting. This is why it is so important to not mix with other children 
and adults outside of your year group – it is a protective mechanism. This guidance 
also applies if an adult presents as unwell and is subsequently tested as positive.  
We fully support the Test and Trace guidance and would encourage all adults to 
adhere to this. 
 

Re-establishing routines/expectations 
 
For many the re-establishment of 
routines will be difficult. This will not just 
be for school routines; it will also be for 
those basic daily life routines, such as 
sleep and getting up. We know that this 
is difficult and a source of anxiety at the 
beginning of every term, but this will be 
on a larger scale. We will need to allow a 
period of adjustment and be aware of 
the impact of trying to re-establish these 
routines for parents and children. We will 
need to re-learn the rhythm of the 
school. 
 

It is important for the transition back to school to involve a routine being put in 
place swiftly as children prefer routine and it gives them a sense of comfort. 
However, some families may struggle and it is important for the school to 
acknowledge this and offer help where needed.  
 
We will share videos and presentations with a return to school message for the 
children from their new class teachers. This will be accompanied by some simple 
guidance for them so that they do not feel overwhelmed and they know the 
structure of the day and expectations of them. 
 
Children will be very tired by the afternoon and so the timetable will need to 
account for this and organised initially for more open activities.  
 
There will be a return of fruit or vegetable snacks for all Key stage 1 pupils. For the 
first few weeks we will also supply a fruit snack for KS2 children. It will be important 
to encourage the children to eat a good breakfast before school too. 
 
Where possible (more relaxed with EYFS) children should remain in the same 
setting and area of the room throughout the day, even retaining the same seat. 
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Differences in learning and the recovery 
curriculum 
 
There will be wide-ranging differences 
between the amount of work that 
children have been accessing at home. 
Some children will have kept up-to-date 
with the shared lessons whereas others 
will not have engaged at all, which could 
very well be through no fault of the 
family. Access to learning resources and 
bereavements in the family could be 
factors, so we need to not assume that 
children just simply couldn’t be bothered 
to access. Our provision now needs to 
reflect that. 
 

 
 
Teachers will pick up from March 20th. It cannot be assumed that children now 
understand all the content delivered through home-learning, and we can’t afford to 
widen gaps in understanding by racing through curriculum content in an attempt to 
try to catch-up. We will not catch-up in a half-term. We will spend the rest of their 
time at primary school catching up so there is no rush. 
 
During the first two weeks, teachers will focus on re-establishing routines and 
supporting differences in mental health and well being through carefully planned 
PSHE lessons. There will be a wide range of transition activities as children get to 
know each other and their new teachers. The children will undertake simple 
baseline assessments in reading, writing and mathematics, to work out exactly 
where they have reached with their learning and to allow teachers to accurately 
plan the recovery curriculum for them. Planning will be exciting and engaging with  
a heavy focus on basic skills.  
 
In terms of recording of work, we will retain what we would normally do, however 
we have no initial expectations of content other than to say that we would like the 
children to be encouraged to be neat. Some will have not physically written for a 
while and will need to retrain themselves to write neatly, as is the usual emphasis 
after Summer. We implicitly trust staff to get to know your children and their needs 
without delay. 
 
In terms of topic based curriculum, each Year group will follow their own 
curriculum plan based around a core book. The knowledge and skills for children to 
learn can be found on the class and subject pages of the website. At the beginning 
of term, bear in mind that children will start to tire more easily so organise 
activities so that they can have some down-time in the afternoons. 
 
Also consider the use of printers and photocopiers. You must use your own stylus 
(provided from the office) to operate the copier. Please consider carefully when 
you need to print and maintain strict social distancing when using either of the 
copiers. Plan to send your copies to the printer 
  

Home learning for children not able to be 
in school or return to Home Learning due 
to further school closure 
 
Some children may still not be able to 
attend school due to extreme ill 
health/Shielding. We still need to 
provide educational support to those 
children and be prepared if whole school 
closure resumes. 
 

 
 
Purple Mash email/blogging system and Year group specific work will be made 
available on the Home Learning pages of our website as a mechanism for home-
learning and support for parents should school need to close. 
 
For individual pupils, having to shield or isolate, class teachers will provide matched 
work to that being taught in school. This may also utilise learning opportunities 
from Oak National Academy.  
 
 We will communicate these changes to parents so that they know how to access 
learning for their children if any of these events take place. 
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Childcare provision 
 
Beehive , our before and after school 
club, will plan to re-open to support 
those parents who may require this. 

 
 
Activities and session structure will have to operate very differently to ensure that 
children from different Year groups do not mix. For Beehive Breakfast, the children 
will be sat at the tables in the hall- one year group per table. They will be served 
breakfast and have table top activities provided. It may be possible for a group at a 
time to participate in outdoor play within the MUGA, subject to weather etc. 
For Beehive After School, a similar arrangement will be in operation. Crafts , 
activities, videos etc will be designed as well as opportunities for outdoor play, but 
in order to maintain COVID Health and Safety guidance, the children will need to 
remain at seats at tables more than they were previously used to. 

Bereavement  
 
Children will be increasingly aware of 
‘death’ as it has been discussed widely 
and openly. Children may feel greater 
levels of stress or anxiety throughout the 
day and they will especially be upset if 
they have lost a loved one during this 
period. 
 

 
 
The local authority have supplied a ‘Bereavement Advice’ with support materials 
and books referenced. These are to be utilised by staff if children require additional 
support. Stephanie and Esther will support children pastorally if they require it, 
however this means that they must not be part of any class group cycle so that they 
can support children without fear of further infection. Where possible, they will 
utilise outdoor spaces to conduct pastoral meetings, further reducing the risk of 
infection. 
 
Staff will refer to CHUMS where a child has experienced bereavement or have fear 
and Stephanie will help to coordinate this. 
 
Parents will be asked to share pertinent information about how their child is feeling 
as part of a survey that they must complete before attending. 

Sensory needs and separation anxieties 
 
Many children will be looking forward to 
the return to school but will find being 
around people difficult, frightening and 
overwhelming, particularly if we move 
rapidly from social distancing to a return 
to school. We will need to be aware of 
this and support it. For some children this 
will be exacerbated by a fear of people in 
general. Having experienced weeks, or 
even months, of social distancing, 
children will have received an implicit 
message that other people are 
dangerous. Further, their experience of 
other people, beyond their immediate 
family, within their personal space will 
have been limited. For many the hustle 
and bustle, movement and number of 
people in school will be difficult. We 
need to be aware that many will express 
their sensory issues and anxieties about 
the proximity of others physically.  
 

 
 
We will be aware of any sensory issues being highlighted and it is imperative that 
there is control in walking around the setting so that this can be controlled well. 
Staff will need to make particular effort in making sure classrooms are relatively 
quiet spaces so that those that are not used to the noise and find it upsetting can 
adjust. 
 
Children will be made aware this could be an issue and should speak with a 
member of staff if they feel they need some down time. 
 
All staff to be vigilant, looking for signs of stress. 
 
Staff need to also be aware that a lot of the children haven’t left their families for a 
long while and they might find it difficult to leave them. Teachers are to plan 
settling in activities as the children enter (particularly the younger children) so that 
they don’t feel additionally upset or anxious. 
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Special needs  
 
The impact of all these issues will be 
even greater for those with special 
needs. Their learning will have been 
impacted as will issues of being or not 
being in school, managing change, 
routines and anxieties. There will be 
particular issues with managing 
transitions into school and where there is 
a change of setting. 
 

 
 
For most of our SEN children the biggest hurdle will be expectations of behaviour, 
establishing routine again and reassuring them that all is ok. 
Additional transition visits and videos are planned for all our EHCP pupils. 
The classes should have a visual timetable every morning to reassure the children 
how the day will look. 
The class will need excellent behaviour management using positive reinforcement 
as many children will have forgotten how to behave (shouting out, talking over 
each other, poor language). 
Children will not remember how to behave immediately and may take a couple of 
weeks to get those good habits back, so patience will be a virtue! 
If behaviour is an issue for individual children and that leads to us not being able to 
ensure the safety of others, in terms of the virus control, then we may seek to 
suggest that those children are on reduced timetables as they transition back to 
school. For example, if younger children bite others and they don’t learn that this is 
not appropriate very quickly, then we will need to seek additional guidance about 
the current suitability of their attendance and adapt provision accordingly. 
 

Transitions 
 
Transition arrangements are going to be 
incredibly important to how effective a 
return to school is and also how secure 
and safe the children feel in their new 
academic year. 
 
 

 
 
Many children in Reception, Year 1 and children of Keyworkers have been in school 
for 6 weeks prior to the summer holidays. Other year groups may not have been 
eligible to attend school. All pupils will need additional transition time as they begin 
the New School Year in new classes with new teachers. We will not be forced to 
have rushed transitions. However, we will need to be very aware of the fact that 
children will arrive in new year groups at varying levels of academic ability, lower 
than that typical for this time of the year. We will then spend the rest of their time 
at St.Michael’s ‘catching up’. 
 

Uniform 
 
Most children will have grown over the 
time that they have been out of school 
and so their uniform may not fit. Some 
parents may struggle to get new uniform 
for their children, but the expectation 
will be for pupils to return to our usual 
uniform code with main school uniform 
and PE uniform to be worn on PE days 
only. 
 Children will need to be welcomed back 
into school, not penalised for not having 
the right uniform but they will be 
encouraged and where relevant we will 
support families through the supply of 
second hand uniform. 
 

 
 
Welcome all children back, and encourage the wearing of correct uniforms (Main 
and PE) This message will be shared with parents (however we will encourage 
appropriate uniform). We will have the same expectations of school staff. 
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Safeguarding 
 
The safeguarding team will be aware of a 
number of families who may have 
experienced family challenges during 
lockdown. School will be ready to 
support a wide range of additional needs. 

 
During Lockdown, the Safeguarding team have continued to support a range of safe 
guarding issues for pupils at St.Michael’s. These have been those issues that we 
have been made aware of. It could very well be that other issues will only become 
known, once the children return to school. 
Family Support workers and Safeguarding team are well prepared to respond to 
such needs having undertaken a wealth of additional training in mental health and 
well-being and Domestic Violence etc. 

Governance 
 
Governors have continued to meet 
remotely since March 20th  To review Risk 
assessments , approve budget, policies 
etc. 

 
Governors will continue to meet remotely via Zoom for the Autumn term and 
activities will be linked to policy and business rather than monitoring in school 
activities. 
The Headteacher meets weekly with the Chair of Governors and the chair also sits 
on the Emergency Planning committee which also meets weekly. 
The Governors have been key partners in approving Return to School Plans and Risk 
assessments. 

 

 


