
 
 

 

 

St. Michael’s Church School 
Curriculum Newsletter 

 

Year 1  
Autumn 1 2019 

 

Please remember to read daily 
 (even if for only 5-10 mins). 

Remember to send your child to school in their PE kits 
on Tuesday (outdoor) and Thursday (indoor). 

 

English & Reading 
We are excited to start using our new “Storytime Phonics” scheme to recap the sounds we learnt in 
Reception and begin to learn some new sounds. Daily phonics sessions will focus on learning to hear, say 
and blend (combine) an increasing number of phonemes (sounds) and learning to read and write ‘tricky 
words’ (words that cannot be sounded out) with the help of our ‘Tricky word troll’.  
We are looking at the book ‘Window’ by Jeannie Baker and will write descriptive sentences about what 
we can see, using our phonics and finger spaces. We will then explore the book “Tiger Who Came to 
Tea”, writing letters to the tiger, invitations to a tea party and retelling the story in our own words 
making sure we start to use capital letters and full stops for our sentences.  

Through the keyhole! 
Science 
We will be learning all about animals, 
grouping them into fish, birds, reptiles, 
amphibians and mammals based on 
their structure and habitat. We will also 
enjoy a visit from Pets at Home, learning 
about what animals we can keep as pets 
and how to look after them.  

Geography  
We will explore our local area, Cardea, 
going on a walk around to see what 
features we can see. We will discuss our 
favourite and least favourite places and 
begin to learn our addresses. We will 
also look at google images to see how 
Cardea has changed.  

Computing 
We will develop our typing skills 
through typing games and begin to 
learn to log onto the laptops. We will 
also use apps such as Google Maps to 
explore Cardea.  

Physical Education (PE) 
In gymnastics we will explore travelling 
in different ways, the different shapes 
our bodies can make and begin to look 
at some balances and rolls. Outside we 
will develop our throwing and catching 
skills, using beanbags and a variety of 
sizes of balls.   

Creativity 
Art 
We will begin a unit on sketching, learning the 
basic skills to sketch correctly, creating many 
patterns with our pencils and beginning to shade 
and vary the thickness of our pencil lines.  We will 
also look at sketching patterns we can see in the 
natural world all around us.  
 
 

Personal, Social, Health Education 
(PSHE) 
We will be exploring the risks in our local areas and the 
people in our community who can help us. We will begin 
to recognise emotions linked to risky situations and what 
we can and should do to help ourselves. We will also learn 
what to do in an emergency.  

Religious Education (RE) 
We will be focusing on the questions: Who made the 
world? What do Christians believe God is like? Why does 
Christmas matter to Christians? The children will be 
looking at the wonders of God’s world, learning about the 
parable of the ‘Lost Son’ and the birth of Jesus Christ 
leading up to Christmas.  
 

Maths 
We will develop our understanding of 
numbers to and beyond 20. We will practise 
adding and taking away using a range of 
practical mathematical resources and 
continue to practise our ‘number bonds’ to 10 
(eg, 6+4=10). We will learn to recognise and 
name 2D shapes and will begin to explore 
their properties.  

 

Contact us! 
 

cdibden@stmichaelschurchschool.co.uk 
jrichardson@stmichaelschurchschool.co.uk 

For anything urgent, contact the school office. 

 


