St. Michael’s

Church School

SECTION 2: Wisdom, Knowledge & Skills

Introduction

‘For the Lord grants wisdom, from His mouth comes knowledge and understanding’
Provers 2:6

AT ST Michaoel’s Church School, we use our vision 1o drive us forward to meet the needs of our
children’s academic and spiritual needs. When the school opened in 2012 our core expectation
from the children was To be the best you can be” and this meant giving the children the best
education and establishing a school that allowed children o thrive. Since then we have looked
at the Bible and the teachings of Jesus to support our Christian ethos. In 2019 we chose
Colossians 3:23 to enhance our vision ‘Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as though
you are working for Lord’. This is now part of our daily lives and enhanced through our feaching,
worship and play.

At ST Michaels, we take such joy in watching our children seeking wisdom, knowledge,
understanding and developing their talents in all areas of life. We praise this through our
celebration collective worship on o weekly basis focusing on Lead Learners (applauding
ocademic achievement) and Super Citizens (applauding personal achievernents).

The children are encouraged to look at human values and qualities, thinking about what it
means 1o e a human and how we can make a difference. We allow the children to explore
ethical issues such as world disasters, scienfific discoveries, inviting children To ask questions for
example, ‘If the Big Bang really hoppened, what does this maoke us question about Genesis?
and spiritual issues such as ‘If there is a God, why does He let us suffer pain?’.

We invite, value, listen and respond to children with their questions in o range of subjects, making
cross-curricular links as appropriate. Curiosity is certainly promoted and valued at St Michaels.



Big Questions

At St Michael's Church School, we embrace and encourage our children to ask BIG questions. The children love that BIG
questions offen lead to BIGGER guestions and sometimes they are questions that feachers cannot answer! We want our
children to become individual thinkers who respect and listen To ofhers points of views. This means allowing time in the
day to encouroge thinking, guestioning and puzzling moments.

Please find below some links that will open up documents To share with you some of the BIG questions our children have
asked. Luckily, we have some incredible and knowledgeoble people around who will help to answer the children's
guestions, however we have since learnt that sometimes our guestions have been so big they have been sent 1o the
Archdeacon 1o answer!

Big Questions PowerPoint for Fnrichment Dg

Big Questions about Creation

Big Questions apout God

Reverend Email about our Big Questions

Big Questions about The Holy Trinit

Questions and Wonders obout Easter Story

More Big Questions about The Holy Trinit

More Big Questions about God

Letter to Reverends about God

My Big Questions...
If eweryone Lowed everyone mould the morld be a hetter place?
What different kinds of love are there?
Most people are fans of Lowe as a positive force in the morld -

its good to remember to tell those we love that we love them
and why. Who do you love and why?

What do youw .mean when youw w Lonve someone .or
/s,om.eﬂwng%om how it Ajﬁf afggl?

Would lowving your enemy, as hard as that is, .make them iyour
friend? .
P

[f everyone did that, what would happen?


https://www.stmichaelschurchschool.co.uk/_site/data/files/users/91/files/E0A6D8012833B6AB8AA34F4E95413BE3.pptx
https://www.stmichaelschurchschool.co.uk/_site/data/files/users/91/files/DBFC678675556B6BBE6816D27FCCA238.docx
https://www.stmichaelschurchschool.co.uk/_site/data/files/users/91/files/67B72DB2C596B668AA53F4F8103E46A7.docx
https://www.stmichaelschurchschool.co.uk/_site/data/files/users/91/files/E75260E08A7AB6BE701AB54F802A7219.docx
https://www.stmichaelschurchschool.co.uk/_site/data/files/users/91/files/D779612376288087A7E07C5D0208A15E.docx
https://www.stmichaelschurchschool.co.uk/_site/data/files/users/91/files/997D6ED356451F3296F3AE08E546E27C.docx
https://www.stmichaelschurchschool.co.uk/_site/data/files/users/91/files/22E56473FD83CAD294645A36F3EFD81C.docx
https://www.stmichaelschurchschool.co.uk/_site/data/files/users/91/files/452CC82C33A0A60800999957C88558BB.docx
https://www.stmichaelschurchschool.co.uk/_site/data/files/users/91/files/AD5556F5F146D730B378E009537FC402.docx
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My Big Questions...
[ everyone loved everypone would the morld be o better place?
What different kinds of love are there?
Most people are fans of love as a positive force in the world -
its good ko remember to tell those we love that we love them
and M/)Lg. Who do you. Love and Mf}uz;?

What do you mean when you w love someone .or
/sonmgw,a.n,d how it ;cftié ﬁ?

Would loving your enemy, as hard as that is, make them your
Jriend? )

If everyone did that, what would happen? ‘iﬁ‘?



John’s Gospel
As part of our Enrichment Day looking af 'Festivals of Light' our Year 4 children were asked to look af John 1: 1-5

Before the world began, there was the Word. The Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was with God in the
beginning. 3 All things were made through him. Nothing was made without him. 4 In him there was life. That life was light
for the people of the world. 5 The Light shines in the darkness. And the darkness has not overpowered the Light.

They examined this piece of scripture for the keywords and then were asked o create a piece of artwork in response 1o if.
The children made some truly inspirational and fantastic pieces of work. The children were so proud of their work we
displayed it on the wall in the main corridors so the whole school could see their fabulous work. Tt has now become part
of the Y4 Incarnation unit of work.

Lead Learner of the Year Award

The Governing Body presents an award each year to the Year 6 child who is the lead learner in terms of their achievernent,
effort and dedication to their learning.

Every fortnight, each individual class tfeacher will nominate one child in their class to be celebrated for their learmning over
the 2 weeks. This award however is given to the Year 6 pupil ot the end of the year for being the ulfimate learner during
their fime at our school.

The children who have received this honour are:
2021 Leah

'No matter the subject, Leah always strives o be the best she can be and is a shining example 1o all of her peers. her
outstanding attitude fowards learning has resulted in her outstanding achievernents this year. It has been a pleasure 1o
see Leah blossom, The future is most definitely bright for Leah’




Science Week

And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it and have dominion over the fish of the sea
and over Tthe birds of The heavens and over every living tThing tThat moves on the earth.” Genesis 1:26-28

AT St Michael's Church School, we know it is massively important to preserve and protect God's world. We know it
important To make a difference in our school, in order To make o difference in the world. We know that small changes can
make a big difference for our commmunity and so we can continue living well together.

In order to do this, we hold special themed weeks o focus on different aspects of God's wonderful world. This includes a
'Science Week' and we have looked in more detail ot different themes including Global Warming, Plastic Pollutfion,
Renewable Energy and Ice Pole collapses.

Our children have protested, written debates and shared ideas about how we can improve the school community and
thereby preserve and protect the world.

Here is a link to our Science Week page for evidence of our children sharing their voice.

St. Michael's Church School - Science Week

Spirited Art

Spirited Arts is a competition held by NATRE which invites children To express their ideas in relation To a given question. The
children can respond through the 'Arts' including

Art (painting, drowing, sketching etfc)
Poetry

Photography

Daonce

Music

Drama

Sculpture

Our children had the stimulus question of ‘Where is God?'. We sent 10 entries (the maximum) and the children all received
'Highly Commendable’ Certificates. Unfortunately we did not win a prize but the children were so proud of their work this
wass The prize initself.

Where is God?



https://www.stmichaelschurchschool.co.uk/about-us/school-gallery/science-week-2020

Super Citizen of the Year Award

The Stanground Churches present an award each year To the Year 6 child who is the model pupil in terms of their
behaviour, affitude and relationship with others.

The child who receives the award is a glowing example of being 'Uniquely and wonderfully made'’. They are the child who
ofher children should look up to.

Every fortnight, each individual class teacher will nominate one child in their class to be celebrated for their citizenship over
the 2 weeks. This award however is given to the Year 6 pupil at the end of the year for being the ulfimate citizen during
their time at our school.

The children who have received this honour are:
2021: Szymon

Szymon is a wonderful role model who can be relied upon 1o make The right choices and set an example 1o his peer group.
His mature aftifude tfowards learning and the wider school day as lbenefited some of his peer group and in turn, has
helped them to make the right choices. We are sure that if he confinues with this brilliant attitude to school, the world will
be his oyster.




Watato

The Watoto Children's Choir chose fo come to our school To host one of their amazing evenings of song and celebration.
We were so happy To have this wonderfully group of people visit our school and put on a mini concert for us in the school
hall. We listen and sing Watoto songs in our Collective Worship so it was a frue honour To meet some of the adults and
children in real life. "webale' for coming to our school and showing how we can raise our voices for the Lord 1o hear. God
bless.




