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St. Michael’s Church School 

Curriculum Newsletter 
 

Year 5 
 

Autumn 1 2019 
 

What are we learning this term? 
 

Please remember to read at least 5 times a week 
(even if for only 5-10 mins) and write in your 
reading record.  PE kits should be worn on 

Wednesday (indoor) and Friday (outdoor). Spellings 
are sent home on a Friday and then tested the 

following Friday. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

English 

 
Our English session this half term will combine reading, writing and grammar and our focus text will 
be ‘The Explorer’ by Katherine Rundell. For the first part of the half term, we will be learning about and 
then writing diary entries. The children will learn the structure of a diary and will then use varying 
tenses, contractions and character perspective to write their own. For our second unit, we will be 
writing non-chronological reports. Again, the children will learn about the structure and will then write 
their own report based on our rainforest theme. 

 
 

 

Personal, Social and 

Emotional Development 
 

PSHE 

In PSHE this term the children will 
be looking at the unit ‘Myself and 
my relationships’. The children will 
participate in developing ground 
rules for the class and in exploring 
what they mean in practice. They 
will also take part in activities to 
build positive relationships in the 
class and to develop their skills of 
cooperation. 
 
 

RE 

This term the children will be focusing on 

the questions: Creation and science: 

Conflicting or complementary? What would 
Jesus do? Was Jesus the Messiah? The 

children will be examining Genesis and 

deciding if it is helpful or inspiring and 

ultimately if religion and science can go 

together. We will also be looking at the 

miracles and parables of Jesus, trying to 

make connections between the messages 

and living in today’s society. Finally, in 

the lead up to Christmas, we will be 

discussing Jesus as the Messiah, a 

Saviour from God who impacts today, 
tomorrow and the future. 

 

Physical development 

 

For indoor PE this half term, we will be 

studying dance. Children will learn how 

to create movements and sequences in 

order to piece together their own dance. 

For outdoor PE, children will be learning 

Netball. The children will work on their 

throwing and catching skills and 

footwork and they will learn the rules of 

the game. 

 

Creativity 

Art 

For Art this half term, we will looking 
at the work of Henri Rousseau and 

using his style of painting to create our 
own rainforest pictures. 
 

Knowledge and Understanding 

Science 

This term in science, Year 5 are learning all about living 

things and their habitats. To start off with, we have begun 

to learn all about how plants reproduce. Following this, the 

children will be taking cuttings from plants and grow 

genetically identical offspring. We will also be learning all 

about the habitats of animals found in our school grounds 

but also those further afield. 

 

Geography 

Our theme this half term is ‘Rainforests’ and we will be 

linking this across most areas of the curriculum. In 
Geography, the children will be using maps to locate 

countries and rivers. They will be exploring climate change 

and deforestation and ways we can prevent and help in 

these areas. 

 

Maths 

The children will begin the Autumn term 
learning about place value. We will working 
with numbers to 1 million and they will learn 
to order and compare numbers, round up and 
down, add and subtract 10, 100 and 1000 
and Roman numerals. We will then move onto 
addition and subtraction followed by 
multiplication and division. For each unit, 
children will learn how to do each part then 
they will have the opportunity to practise in 
different contexts which will include being 
able to use problem solving and reasoning. 

 

Computing 

 

In computing this term, the children will be learning 

all about online safety. They will learn what is 

acceptable online and how to keep safe and what to 

do if they feel unsafe. They will then move onto 

learning how cite websites in their work and the 

rules they have to follow. 


