
Skills and Knowledge Overview for: History 

Year 
Group 

Knowledge to learn Skills to gain using knowledge 

Reception  I know how to talk about events with my friends or 
family. 

 I know how to talk about something in the past. 

 I know how to talk about significant events in my own 
life.  

 I can use past, present and future phrases when 
talking about events which have happened or will 
happen. 

 I can talk about an event in order of when it happens.  

Year 1  I know the difference between fact and fiction.  

 I understand the terms past and present.  

 I know key words and phrases such as old, new, a long 
time ago, before, after, past, present, then and now.  

 I understand why there is a monument to a famous 
person or event in the town centre.  

 

 I can sequence events that have happened in my life.  

 I can sequence artefacts from different periods of 
time.  

 I can match objects to people of different ages.  

 I can use words and phrases like: old, new and a long 
time ago. 

 I can spot old and new things in a picture. 
I can draw/make models/write of old and new things.  

 I can use words and phrases like: before, after, past, 
present, then and now. 

 I can discuss the changes that have happened since I 
was born. 

 I can ask and answer questions about old and new 
objects to help me understand the past.  

 I can give examples of things that were different 
when my grandparents were children. 

 I can recognise the difference between past and 
present in their own and others’ lives.  

 I can talk about someone famous who was born or 
lived near our town.  



Year 2  I understand the difference between past and present 

tense.  

 I know how to compare 2 versions of past events.   

 I know about how things were different when my 

grandparents were children. 

 I understand what certain objects from the past might 

have been used for. 

 I understand the life of a famous person from the past 

because I know how to research.  

 I know about what they did to make the world a 
better place.  

 I know how to find out things about the past by 

talking to an older person.  

 

 I can sequence artefacts closer together in time.  

 I can sequence photographs in order from different 
periods of their life.  

 I can describe memories of key events in lives.  

 I can use books and the internet to find out more 
information about the past. 

 I can compare 2 versions of a past event and discuss 
reliability of photos/accounts/stories.  

 I can recount the life of someone famous from Britain 
who lived in the past. 

 I can observe and handle sources to answer questions 
about the past on the basis of simple observations. 

 I can explain the events beyond a living memory that 
are important nationally or globally e.g.: The Great 
Fire of London, the first aeroplane flight.  

 I can talk about some of the key events of the Great 
Fire of London. 

 I can say why the Great Fire of London spread and 
eventually stopped.  

 I can explain that we know about the Great Fire 
because of Samuel Pepys' diary. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Year 3  I understand how to compare different versions of 
the same story.  

 I know how to talk about past and changes.  

 I can place the time studied on a time line.  

 I can sequence several events or artefacts.  



 I understand how to observe an object in detail. 

 I know how to use a range of sources of evidence, 
including artefacts, pictures and written sources.  

 I know how to order events in chronological order.  

 I understand how to ICT to research facts about my 
chosen study.  

 I know how to use role play and drama to enact how 
the people used to behave.  

 I know how to ask simple questions about the past.  

 I know key words associated with the passing of time, 
e.g. long time ago, ancient, modern BC, AD. 

 I understand the life of a famous person from the past 

because I know how to research.  

 I know what a fossil is and what information we can 
gather from them.  
 

 I can use dates and terms related to the study I am 
learning.  

 I can describe what a typical day would have been like 
for a Stone Age man, woman or child.  

 I can distinguish between different sources. 

  I can explain how Stone Age people hunted for their 
food and what they ate.  

 I can identify the differences between the Stone, 
Bronze and Iron ages. 

 I can explain what people learnt from Stone Aged 
paintings, farming, art and culture.  

 I can give reasons as to the changes that have 
happened in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron 
Age.  

 I can explain about a typical everyday life of a Stone 
Age man and compare it with our life today.  

 I can explain about prehistoric past and changes.  

 I can use a range of sources to find out about a 
period.  

 I can sort and group dinosaurs by identifying their 
similarities and differences.  

 I can use a map to locate where dinosaurs are found.  

 I can sort and classify dinosaurs into Herbivores, 
Omnivores and Carnivores.  

 I can compare the characteristics of dinosaurs by 
recognising their different features.  

 I can explain where dinosaurs are found and what 
they need to survive.  

 I can explain why Mary Anning is a significant 
individual and list her achievements.  



 I can talk about the dinosaur’s diet.  

 I can recognise that there were different Gods that 
represented different beliefs.  

 I can use words associated with the passing of time, 
e.g. ancient, modern BC, AD 

 I can use words associated with Egypt, e.g.: Nile, 
Pharaoh, Sphinx, hieroglyphics.  

 I can observe an object in detail to find out facts 
about houses, clothes, pottery etc.  

 I can observe an object in detail and to make 
inferences and deductions about the way of life in 
Ancient Egypt.  

 I can explain how much of the life of Egypt depended 
on the Nile.  

 I can explain about Egyptian’s beliefs about life after 
death. 

 I can ask and answer questions about what has 
survived from Ancient Egypt and what it reveals about 
the past.     

 
 
 

Year 4  I know how to place the time studied on a time line.  

 I understand how to order events in chronological 
order.  

 I understand how to use terms related to the period 
and begin to date events. 

 I understand how to research to find answers to 
specific historical questions about our locality. 

 I can research what it was like for children in a given 
period of history and present my findings to an 
audience.  

 I can identify the historic items and artefacts that 
have been used to help build up a picture of life in the 
past.  

 I can put up to 4 main events in order. 

 I can recognise what year the First World War started.  



 I know key words associated with the passing of time, 
e.g. long time ago, ancient, modern.  

 I understand more complex terms eg, BC/AD 

 I know how to use a library/internet and texts books 
accurately for research.  

 I understand how to make simple observations about 
the past by looking at historical sources.  

 I understand the life of a famous person from the past 
because I know how to research. 

 
 

 I can locate what countries were involved in the war 
using a globe/map. 

 I can give at least three things that the Romans did for 
our country. 

 I can explain why the Romans needed to build forts in 
this country.  

 I can explain why Rome was a very important place 
and many decisions were made there.  

 I can explain about the lives of at least two famous 
Romans.  

 I can summarise how Britain may have learnt from 
other countries and civilizations (historically and more 
recently).  

 I can recognise how our locality today has been 
shaped by what happened in the past.  

 I can recognise the impact that one of these periods 
of history had on the world. 

 I can use evidence to reconstruct life in time studied.  

 I can evaluate the usefulness of different sources. 

 I can identify causes of the First World War.  

 I can explain what the Plague was and what impact it 
had on the people. 

 I can investigate why The Plague spread so quickly. 

 I can investigate the clothing and job of a Plague 
Doctor. 

 I can use historical enquiry to understand more about 
The Great Plague.  

 I can use the village of Eyam as a case study to 
understand the sacrifice made by its residents. 
 



Year 5  I know how to draw a timeline.  

 I understand how to describe events from the past 
using dates when things have happened. 

 I understand that the past is divided into different 
time periods and can out these in order.  

 I know how to use relevant terms and period labels.  

 I know how to use evidence to build up a picture of a 
past event. 

 I understand the life of a famous person from the past 
because I know how to research. 

 I understand how to use comparisons between 
different times in the past.  

 I understand how an event or events from the past 
has shaped our life today.  

 I know how to make simple observations about the 
past by looking at historical sources.  

 I understand that I can go to the library or use the 
internet for research with increasing confidence.  
 

 

 I can draw a timeline with different historical periods 
showing key historical events or lives of significant 
people. 

 I can research to find answers to specific historical 
questions about our locality. 

 I can identify the difference between a primary and 
secondary sources.  

 I can put up to 5 main events in order. 

 I can recognise what year the Second World War 
started.  

 I can explain how Britain has had a major influence on 
the world.  

 I can give explain what Britain was like in the 1930’s.  

 I can explain the difference between the lives of 
wealthy people and the lives of poorer people  

 I can identify causes of the Second World War.  

 I can explain what allies are and what countries were 
involved. 

 I can explain facts about the Holocaust and explain 
who Anne Frank was.  

 I can give facts about rationing and how it was set up.  
 

Year 6  I understand the life of a famous person from the past 
because I know how to research. 

 I know how to use evidence to support my 
explanations from many sources eg: books, internet 
and artefacts.  

 I know how to sequence key dates in chronological 
order.  

 I can identify where the Anglo-Saxons came from.  

 I can use a time line to show when the Anglo-Saxons 
were in England. 

 I can use a timeline to show when the Vikings raids 
started.  

 I can show on a map where the Vikings came from 
and where they invaded our country.  



 I understand how to link sources together to work out 
conclusions.  

 I understand how to use a range of sources to 
consider the accuracy of interpretations – fact or 
fiction and opinion.  

 I know how to use the library and internet 
confidentially to research.  

 I understand how to organise the information to 
produce structured work using my knowledge of 
dates and events.  

 I understand how to research in order to find 
similarities and differences between two or more 
periods of history.  

 I understand how crime and punishment works by 
using a range of sources.  

 
 

 
 

 I can explain how Britain was invaded on more than 
one occasion.  

 I can explain facts about at least two famous Anglo 
Saxons.  

 I can identify the link between Anglo-Saxons and 
Christianity.  

 I can explain why many Anglo-Saxons were farmers.  

 I can recognise that the Anglo-Saxons gave us many of 
the words that we use today.  

 I can discuss reasons why the Anglo-Saxons and 
Vikings were often in conflict.  

 I can give reasons why the Vikings often overpowered 
the Anglo-Saxons. 

 I can recognise that Vikings came to our country as 
peaceful farmers.  

 I can find out beliefs, behaviour and characteristics of 
people recognising that not everyone shares the same 
views and feelings.  

 I can identify the main events from a period of 
history, explaining the order of events and what 
happened. 

 I can recognise that many of the early civilizations 
gave much to the world. 

 I can recall key facts about crime and punishment in 
Britain from the Roman and Anglo-Saxon times.  

 I can write about what I have learnt about the history 
of crime and punishment in Britain.  

 I can talk about modern crime prevention and 
detection methods that we have now. 



 I can compare these modern methods with what was 
used to prevent and detect crimes in the past. 

 I can explain how crime and punishment has changed 
over a period of time.  

 
 


