
Knowledge and skills Overview for: Maths- Addition and Subtraction  

Year 
Group 

Knowledge to learn Skills to gain using knowledge 

Reception  I understand how to use quantities and objects to add and 
subtract two single-digit numbers  

 I know how to count on or back to find the answer. 

 

Year 1  I understand how to read and write numbers 0 -20.  
 I understand how to represent and use number bonds and 

relate to subtraction facts within 20.  

 I know how to add and subtract 2 digit numbers to 20, 
including 0. 

 I know my number bond facts to 10 - such as 1+5 = 6 and 5 = 
6 - 1.  

 I know and can use the maths symbols + - and = in a number 
sentence.  

 

 I can find 1 more or 1 less of a number.  

 I can solve some number problems such as 7 = ? - 9. 

 I can solve one step problems that involve addition and 
subtraction, using concrete objects, pictorial representations and 
missing number problems. 

 I can add and subtract 1 digit numbers to 10 including 0.  

 

Year 2  I know how to add and subtract numbers such as 34 - 8 or 
52 + 5 using objects or pictures to help. 

 I know how to add or subtract numbers such as 42 - 22 or 56 
+ 29 using objects or pictures to help me.  

 I understand how to add or subtract three numbers such as 
2 + 5 + 9.  

 I know that adding two numbers together can be done in 
any order but subtracting numbers can only be done in one 
order.  

 I understand to check my answers or solve missing number 
problems by doing an inverse check. 

 

 I can solve addition and subtraction problems and work out how I 
answer it on paper or show you how I did it in my head by 
explaining step by step. 

  I can answer addition and subtraction maths problems using 
objects to help me work it out.  

 I can add and subtract two-digit numbers using objects to help me. 

 I can answer problems with addition and subtraction using my 
number facts to 20 and other number facts up to 100.  

 



Year 3  I know how to add and subtract numbers in my head, 
including questions such as 432 - 7.  

 I know how to add and subtract numbers in my head, 
including questions such as 432 - 70.  

 I know how to add and subtract numbers in my head, 
including questions such as 432 - 300.  

 I understand how to use written methods to add or subtract 
two three-digit numbers. 

 I know how to estimate the answer to a question before I 
work it out 
 

 I can solve problems such as missing numbers (for example, 452 - ? 
= 122) using my knowledge of number facts and methods of 
addition and subtraction. 

 I can use the inverse operations to check the answer when I have 
finished.  

 

Year 4  I know how to add and subtract numbers with up to 4 digits 
using written methods (for example, using column addition 
and subtraction).  

 

 I can estimate an answer and check my answer using inverse 
operations.  

 I can solve longer addition and subtraction problems and explain 
all the steps I took and why I worked things out as I did. 

Year 5  I understand how to round numbers to check the accuracy 
of my solution.  

 

 I can add and subtract whole numbers with more than 4 digits 
using written methods such as column addition and subtraction.  

 I can add and subtract larger numbers in my head.  
 I can solve addition and subtraction multistep problems, deciding 

which operations and methods to use and why. 
 

Year 6   
 


