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Contingency plan for possible outbreaks of COVID-19 

In the event of a local outbreak, the PHE health protection team or local authority may 
advise a school or number of schools to close temporarily to help control transmission. 
Schools will also need a contingency plan for this eventuality. This may involve a return to 
remaining open only for vulnerable children and the children of critical workers, and 
providing remote education for all other pupils. 

This guidance will be followed by our school in the event of a local outbreak and subsequent 
local lockdown.  
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1. What will happen if local lockdown is initiated? 

In the event of a local outbreak of coronavirus (COVID-19) people in the area will be asked 
to stay at home as much as they can, and the government will recommend against all but 
essential travel. Any local measures will be kept under review.  

The school, Local Authority and Diocese will work together to ensure that our setting is 
supported to stay open for priority groups (using the updated critical worker list and the 
definition of vulnerable children) to ensure that there are enough places for priority groups.  

2. Which children should and should not attend school? 

School will remain open only for priority groups.  All other pupils should not attend and 
should remain at home until further notice. In circumstances where a parent or carer does 
not want to bring a vulnerable child to school, the social worker and SENCO will explore the 
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reasons for this directly with the parent or carer, and follow the relevant guidance for 
vulnerable children.  

3. What will be the attendance expectations?  

For the period of the local outbreak there will be the same expectations on attendance as 
were applied during full national lockdown in England, when Early Years, Schools and 
Colleges remained open only for priority children.  

Arrangements for the following groups in terms of attendance remain the same as during 
the National lock down period.  

 Children of critical workers - It is not compulsory to take up the place made available 
for their child.  

  For vulnerable children who have a social worker, or those who are deemed 
otherwise vulnerable attendance is expected unless the child/household is shielding 
or clinically vulnerable.   

  For those who have an education health and care (EHC) plan -attendance is 
expected where it is determined, following a risk assessment, that their needs can be 
as safely or more safely met in their setting.  
 

4. Staffing and communication  
 

 School Leaders will discuss the impact of local measures with their staff, some of 
whom may be anxious and may value the opportunity for discussion and 
reassurance.  

 During this period of temporary restriction, the number of teachers and school staff 
needed will vary and we will continue to make an assessment of our capacity 
required discuss our needs with the Local Authority and Diocese when making 
decisions.  

 Where staff are clinically vulnerable, or clinically extremely vulnerable we will 
continue to follow the advice set out in the guidance on implementing protective 
measures, should these continue to be required.  

   

5. Infection prevention and control  

 School will continue to follow the guidance on implementing protective measures in 
education and childcare settings.   

 Anyone who displays symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) can and should get a PCR test. 
Tests should be booked online or ordered by telephone via NHS 119 for those without 
access to internet to take place at local testing sites as a matter of priority. 
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6. Getting to and from School and travel supporting children’s social care services  

As part of these local restrictions the government will advise against all non-essential travel.  

 Critical workers, including education staff will be permitted to travel to go to their 
jobs in order to maintain provision for vulnerable children/children of critical 
workers.  

 Vulnerable children and children of critical workers will also be permitted to travel to 
attend meetings with social workers/family courts. This includes parents taking 
children to school. 

 Vulnerable children and children of critical workers attending school during this 
period should be encouraged to walk or cycle wherever possible and avoid public 
transport. If public transport is used by children and young people or staff, then 
those over the age of 11 are required to wear a face covering whilst travelling.  

  

7. What will happen about School meals?  

While these local measures are in place school will continue to follow the guidance on 
supporting children eligible for free schools meals.  

  

8. What will happen about Curriculum and Home learning? 

Throughout the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak the government has given schools the 
flexibility to provide the support, activities and education that they see fit. Children of 
critical workers and vulnerable children should be supervised and properly cared for in 
educational settings. School will continue to offer a broad and balance curriculum.   

For individuals or groups of self-isolating pupils we have put in place a remote education 
plan. Upon notification of local lockdown (or closure to a Year Group bubble), a timetable 
for the week’s learning will be published on our Home Learning page of the website. This 
should be followed in conjunction with the Skills and Knowledge grids for each year group. 
Teaching staff will plan and deliver live, daily teaching sessions to their classes using Google 
Classroom. They will teach Mathematics and English each day, with follow up activities to be 
completed off-line. Children will be provided with exercise books in which to complete their 
learning. There will also be links to activities for a wide range of other curriculum subjects to 
be covered by the children whilst they are home. Access to additional learning sites (Purple 
Mash, Oak Academy etc) will also be found on the home learning page of the website. 
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In developing these learning plans, school will: 

 use a curriculum sequence that allows access to high-quality online and offline resources 
and teaching videos, and that is linked to the school’s curriculum expectations 

 give access to high quality remote education resources 

 select the online tools that will be consistently used across the school in order to allow 
interaction, assessment and feedback, and make sure staff are trained in their use 

 limit the need for printed resources, but make copies of any resources for pupils who do 
not have suitable online/printing access 

 recognise that younger pupils and some pupils with SEND may not be able to access 
remote education without adult support, and so we will continue to work with families to 
deliver a broad and ambitious curriculum, adapted to suit these needs. 

When teaching pupils remotely, we will: 

 set activities so that pupils have meaningful and ambitious work each day in a number of 
different subjects 

 teach a planned and well-sequenced curriculum so that knowledge and skills are built 
incrementally, with a good level of clarity about what is intended to be taught and 
practised in each subject 

 provide frequent, clear explanations of new content, delivered by the class teacher in the 
school via google classroom (live lessons will be 15-25 minutes in length and then follow 
up should take a further 30 minutes.) 

 gauge how well pupils are progressing through the curriculum, using questions and other 
suitable tasks and regularly assess work that is submitted online 

 expect teachers to adjust the pace or difficulty of what is being taught in response to 
questions or assessments, including, where necessary, revising material or simplifying 
explanations to ensure pupils’ understanding 

 plan a programme that is of equivalent length to the core teaching pupils would receive 
in school, ideally including daily contact with teachers 

 avoid an over-reliance on long-term projects or internet research activities. 

 
9. Government response and support 

 

 Any school owned laptops and tablets will be distributed directly to families requesting 
these. A loan agreement will need to be signed by parents before devices are taken 
home. Any damages will be the financial responsibility of the parent who signs the loan 
agreement. Devices should be returned to school on the first day school re-opens. 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/get-help-with-technology-for-remote-education-during-coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/get-help-with-technology-for-remote-education-during-coronavirus-covid-19
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 In addition to 4G routers and data sim cards are also available. We are also working with 
the major telecommunications companies to expand this offer and provide access to free 
additional data to families who rely on a mobile internet connection while the response 
to coronavirus (COVID-19) requires pupils to learn from home and access social care 
services online.  


