
Knowledge and Skills Overview for: Art 

Drawing 

Year 
Group 

Knowledge to learn Skills to gain using knowledge 

Reception  I understand how I can use different materials to represent 
my own ideas. 

 I understand how to create simple representations of 
events, people and objects. 

 

 I can explore large scale drawing on playground. 

 I can develop and practise different line types: curved, straight, 
wavy, thick and thin. 

 I can make simple representations of things familiar to me.  

 I can draw lines and circles using gross motor movements. 

 I can hold a pencil between thumb and two fingers and use it with 
good control 

 I can select appropriate resources and adapt work where 
necessary. 

 I can explore drawing materials e.g. different pencil types: colour, 
lead, crayon, pastel, chalk. 

 I can handle equipment and tools effectively. 

 I can name equipment, resources and tools used. 

 I can develop a preference for forms of expression. 

 I can choose particular colours to use for a purpose. 

Year 1  I know that there are different pencil types and I 
understand their properties. 

 I know that the way people feel can be expressed in 
drawings. 

 I can use a pencil to create lines of different thicknesses in 
drawings. 

 I can draw on different surfaces. 

 I can develop control of my pencil for detail.  

 I can show how people feel in drawings. 

 I can start to record simple explorations in a sketchbook.  

Year 2  I know properties of different drawing materials e.g. 
pastels, charcoal, pencil, etc.  

 I can begin to use the side of a pencil to add shading to detail.  



  I can choose and use three different grades of pencil when 
drawing. 

 I can control the types of marks made with a range of media. 

 I can draw on different surfaces with a range of media. 

 I can use a sketchbook to plan and develop simple ideas. 

 I can continue to add detail to a picture. 

 I can use a viewfinder to focus on a specific part of an artefact 
before drawing it.  

 I can extend my use of drawing materials: charcoal, pencil and 
pastel to create drawings. 

Year 3  I know that different grades of pencils can be used to show 
tone and texture. 

 I understand how to read emotions in art. 
 

 I can begin to show facial expressions in art. 

 I can use sketches to help produce a final piece of art. 

 I can begin to show an awareness of objects having a third 
dimension and perspective. 

 I can develop intricate patterns/marks with a variety of media.  

 I can build on skills of tonal shading in my drawing. 

Year 4  I know how to use marks and lines to show texture in my 
art. 

 I understand spatial concepts and dimensions. 

 I understand scale and proportion. 

 I know different types of shading lines. 

 I know how line, tone, shape and colour are used to 
represent figures and forms in movement. 

 

 I can show facial expressions in sketches. 

 I can show body language in sketches.  

 I can show reflections in art. 

 I can use a sketchbook to collect and record visual information 
from different sources.  

 I can begin to make individual choices in the choice of media. 

 I can begin to use line, tone, shape and colour to represent figures 
and forms in movement. 

Year 5  I understand how shading can be used to create mood, 
feeling and texture. 

 I understand how to express emotion in my art. 

 I know that my work may need adapting as it progresses. 

 I can include measuring skills to help with proportion in my 
drawings. 

 I can use shading and hatching to create mood, feeling and 
texture. 



 I can start to develop my own style using tonal contrast and mixed 
media.  

 I can organise line, tone, shape and colour to represent figures 
and form in movement. 

 I can develop a key element of my work: line, tone, pattern, 
texture. 

 I can begin to work in a sustained and independent way to create 
a detailed drawing. 

Year 6  I know how to draw for a sustained period of time over a 
number of sessions on one piece, adapting my work 
where necessary.  

 I know how I can develop my own style of drawing 
through line, tone, pattern or texture. 

 

 I can show shape, proportion and perspective in drawings. 

 I can use simple perspective in my work using a single focal point 
and horizon. 

 I can draw a figure in action paying attention to proportion, 
position and movement. 

 I can use drawing as a starting point that may, or may not, be 
taken forward into work with other media. 

 I can select from a range of drawing tools and use them with 
increased control to create a specific effect.  

 I can explain the different tools used to create art. 

 I can explain personal choices of specific art techniques used. 

 I can draw with precision using different gradient pencils or other 
mediums for effect. 

 I can adapt my work and describe how I might develop it further. 
 


