Friday 28th August 2020
Tel: 01733 306778

office@stmichaelschurchschool.co.uk

www.stmichaelschurchschool.co.uk

Mrs Smith’s bit…..
Dear Parents and Carers,
I hope this letter finds you and your families well and as we approach the final week of the holidays I
hope that you have had an enjoyable time, despite the unusual circumstances that we find ourselves in.
The school building has been open since the 17th August and staff have been in to prepare the school for
re-opening on Monday 7th September. We are really looking forward to welcoming back all our pupils
into school. In my last newsletter, I put together as much of the key information that you would need in
order to plan for a return to ‘near’ normal school. Government guidance during August has really just
confirmed the arrangements that we had made and so we are ready to go with the plan that we set out
before the Summer Holidays.
A full risk assessment and our return to school plan can be viewed on our website (http://
www.stmichaelschurchschool.co.uk/key-information/coronavirus-updates). These have been approved by
the Local Authority, the Diocese and our Governors. They are long , detailed documents but I wanted you
to have access to all our planning and information.
So, as summary confirmation, here are the plans for September...
Power Point presentations to share with your children
To help you prepare your child for returning to school we have added two presentations to the website (see link above). These have been put together to support
you and your children in thinking about returning to school and it would be really
helpful if you could share these with your children. The first is aimed at our Reception and Year 1 children. The second is for our older
pupils.
Start and Finish times for the
school day from September 7th
2020
As communicated, previously,
we have to reduce the number of
adults who are gathering at any
one time. You will need to bring
your child (preferably only 1
adult) to the correct gate which
will be clearly labelled at the
right time. Not before and not
after please. Children will be met
at the gate by their teachers and taken into class. They will be brought to the gate at pick up time too.

School Uniform
We expect all children to return to school in correct uniform, with PE uniform only worn on PE days.
Teachers will let you know which days they will have PE, but for the first day, full uniform for everybody
please.
We have held our first Second Hand uniform shop this week, and we plan to continue
this on a regular basis. If you have any uniform that your children have out grown,
please consider sending into school to keep our supplies well stocked. Our next Pop-up
Shop will be held on Friday 4th September 10-11.00am. We now have extra girl’s uniform, for those who families who were particularly looking for this.
What to bring to school

Contact with
Teachers and
School Office



Uniform, including coat and sunhat



Plastic Packed lunch box, if not having a school dinner : If you have selected
for your child to have a packed lunch, please send this in a clearly named packed lunch
box. The packed lunch box should be suitable to be wiped down on the handle and possibly the outside using anti-bacterial wipes, so plastic rather than fabric boxes please.



NO water bottle: We will be providing each child with their own named
new water bottle , which will be cleaned and re-filled each day.

If you wish to have a
chat with your child’s
NO book bag or any school bags needed for now
classteachers in September, please email or call the Main School office to arrange a time when the teacher will be able to
speak with you. It is important that in the mornings and afternoons teachers can concentrate on ensuring
pupils arrive and leave the site safely and social distancing guidance will prohibit ‘private’ conversations
at the school gate so communicating this way, will be best.



Contact for Children with their new teachers
We have made plans for your children to ‘meet’ their teachers virtually and some of their class on

Friday 4th September, via a video meeting. Groups of up
to 10 children will sign into a meeting with their teachers using Google Classroom. They will have a quick chat and be
shown their classrooms as well as receiving final instructions
for the big return to school. Google classroom is free for
schools to use and provides a secure means of communication for pupils and their teachers. All children
will be accessing this when they return to school as a means of receiving and submitting their homework
and sharing class information and activities. Please see instructions from Miss Cotsell on how to prepare
to access these meetings on the next page of this newsletter.
And finally...
Have a happy last week of the Summer Holidays and we can’t wait for Monday, to see you all again.

Mrs Smith, Headteacher, St.Michael’s Church School.

Dear Pupils, Parents and Carers,
Welcome back to St Michael’s Church School. We have missed you all and
cannot wait to get back into the classroom and see you.
Normally, at the end of the Summer Term, you would have all had the chance
to take part in “Jump up Day,” where you would have met all of your new
class mates and your new class teacher. Due to the unprecedented national
school closures we were unable to allow you to do this this summer.
For some of you, you are just so excited to get back to school, that you have your alarm set and your school uniform ready. For others, the start of the new year is making you feel a little nervous and you’re not sure what
school will be like. We would like to help you feel a little more prepared to come into school and we would like to
give you the opportunity to meet your new class teacher and some of your new class mates and see your new
classroom.
Over the next few days you/your child will receive an invitation to join your class teacher on a Google Meet video
call on Friday 4th September Times will be confirmed over email and through your child’s calendar app. The call will
be for your child and 9 other class mates and the class teacher. You will be able to ask questions and get to know
everyone a little better. Each meeting will last no more than 20 minutes.
Before this meeting you/your child will need to log into their new Google account. This has been set up over the
summer. There are written instructions underneath and also a video available on our school website : http://
www.stmichaelschurchschool.co.uk/classes/meet-your-new-teacher to show you how to access the account. You can
login using any device that connects to the internet.
Before Friday 4th September:

Step 1: Go to www.google.co.uk
Step 2: On the top right of the screen there is a button which says ‘sign in’, click this button.
Step 3: Your child’s username is their first name and the initial of their last name followed by @smcsch.co.uk.
Step 4: Password: Enter your child’s date of birth in the following format dd/mm/yyyy.
Step 5: Accept the terms and conditions.
Step 5: Click on the waffle icon on the top left of the screen and click on the Google Classroom icon. Accept the
conditions and then join the new classroom by clicking on the ‘join’ button.
**If you have any problems signing into the Google Account please watch the video (see link above) as it contains
some troubleshooting advice. If you still cannot login, contact office@stmichaelschurchschool.co.uk and we will
provide support.**
Step 6: Click on the waffle icon and click calendar, this will show you your child’s invitation to their class video call.
On Friday 4th September
Step 1: Login as detailed above.
Step 2: Click on the waffle icon and click on the Calendar App.
Step 3: Click on the meeting event.
Step 4: Click on ‘join meeting’

By joining the call all children and their adults are consenting to follow the rules set out in our Video Call Policy,
which has been sent out alongside our newsletter. If a child or their adult breaks any of these terms of use they
will be ejected from the call by their class teacher.
If your child is unable to make the call, please send an email to the office@ email address stating FAO: Followed by
the teacher’s name and this message will reach your new class teacher.
Thankyou.

Miss Cotsell

Computing Lead

