
Film Music



• When you watch a film do you think about the 
music that you are hearing? Maybe if it is a 
musical, like a Disney film with songs as part of 
the action you do, but actually all films have 
music that adds another layer to the story. 

• When a film is being made the producers will 
contact a composer and ask them to write 
music to accompany the film. There are some 
very famous composers who have written music 
for many well known films and their music has 
become as famous as the films themselves.



These are two of the best known film composers.

• Lion King

• Kung Fu Panda

• Pirates of the Caribbean

• Wallace and Grommit –
Curse of the Were-rabbit

• Madagascar

• The Lone Ranger

• Star Wars

• Jaws

• Harry Potter

• Indiana Jones

• ET

• Jurassic Park

Hans 
Zimmer

John 
Williams



In some very early films and animations the 
music is written to exactly fit with the action on 
the screen. This is known as “Mickey Mousing” 
because it was used a lot in the early cartoons 
made by Disney.

Have a listen to this clip and notice how the 
instruments mirror the actions of Tom, Jerry and 
friends. Notice that a lot of percussion 
instruments are used to mirror the noises of what 
is happening in the film.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PLJAHx4Ix4s

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PLJAHx4Ix4s


Nowadays film music reflects the action of the movie 
in less obvious ways. 

Hans Zimmer wrote the music (score) for a film called 
Gladiator which was set in Roman times. The film 
starts with a battle between the Roman legions and 
local tribes as the Romans expand their empire. Mr 
Zimmer wrote a piece of music called The Battle – for 
this opening part of the film. You can listen to it hear: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kln605W1r3E

(It is a long piece of music so just listen to the first 4 
minutes or so) Have a look at the next slide and see if 
you can hear the different parts of the music.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kln605W1r3E


The music begins with a repeated 
drum rhythm, this immediately makes 
it sound like a march. There is a fairly 
slow tune played on strings and brass, 
it is smooth and quiet at this point.

0:00

The drum continues but the other 
instruments drop out so we just hear a 
guitar and a voice (that almost sounds 
like it is groaning!) this is the calm 
before the storm as the men think 
about the battle to come.

1:00

the guitar speeds up and becomes 
more frenetic as the tension mounts. 
The strings join in with fast running 
phrases getting gradually louder and 
faster.

1:40

the strings keep their running rhythms 
going and now the brass join in with 
sudden loud bursts (accents) making the 
music sound more exciting and 
frienzied.

2:30

the music calms a little here with the 
strings taking over again but a little 
slower

2:50

the trumpets join in with fanfare like 
calls, echoed by the strings, this is like 
the bugle calls across the battle field.

3:20



Your task today is to choose a piece of music that you really like that tells a story. It may be a from a film, or a 
TV programme, or maybe even a computer game, or it may be something completely different

Write down the name of the music and then tell me why you like it. 

What is the story that  the piece tells and how does the music reflect the story?

You might like to think about:

• The instruments used, 

• The speed of the music (tempo), does the speed change at all

• The volume of the music (dynamics), does the volume change

• How would you descrive the music, is it smooth and gentle, or bouncy and energetic, or loud and fierce?

• How does the music make you feel?


